Parent Engagement

Summit 2024

SUMMARY

In January 2021, Kentucky submitted a letter of intent to
Jjoin round two of the national Thriving Families, Safer
Children initiative. The guiding principles of this movement
include partnering with lived experts, addressing issues of
racial equity and disproportionality, centering the work in
communities, and emphasizing upstream strategies for
prevention, health promotion, and well-being. To advance
these priorities, Kentucky took the next bold step by
bringing more parents to the table as true partners and
real-time collaborators.

REPORT

AT A GLANCE

» QO total participants, 50% lived
experience

e Representation from all g child
welfare agency service regions

» 7 entities served on planning

committee

o At least 7 partner exhibits during
networking and informational
fair

HIGHLIGHTS

This exciting one-day experience brought together service
providers, child welfare agency staff and leadership, and
individuals with lived experience. Participants learned key
principles of co-design and immediately applied this
knowledge in a hands-on exercise using LEGO® Kits.
Together, they designed physical models of centers aimed
at supporting lived experience in Kentucky, which will
inform real plans to create an evolved framework and
structure moving forward.

THANK YOU PARTNERS

Thriving Families, Safer Children Kentucky -+ Commonwealth
Center for Fathers and Families - Voices of the
Commonwealth - UK College of Social Work - KY SEAT -
DCBS's Trusted Advisor Council « Department for Behavioral
Health, Developmental and Intellectual Disabilities -
Kentucky Partnership for Families and Children -

Community Collaboration for Children + The Brighton Center
+ The Nest - The Administrative Office of the Courts + State
and Regional Interagency Councils - DCBS's Division of
Service Region's Field Quality Branch CQl Team



Child Welfare Agency

25

attendees

OF THE LIVED EXPERIENCE PARTICIPANTS,
24.4% WERE FATHERS, AND OVER 22% WERE
PARENTS OF COLOR. DEMOGRAPHIC
INFORMATION WAS NOT FULLY COLLECTED,
SO THESE FIGURES MAY BE SLIGHTLY
ADJUSTED.
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PARTICIPANTS AT THE PARENT ENGAGEMENT SUMMIT, SEPTEMBER 2024



Parent Engagement Summit Agenda




LIVED EXPERIENCE PARTICIPATION SUPPORTS
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® 0% Not at all

® 2% Alittle

® 9% 50/50

® 29% Mostly positive
@ 60% Excited!

MIXED SEATING TO ENCOURAGE COLLABORATION ACROSS ROLES AND POWER DIFFERENTIALS




To model a key aspect of co-design, decision-making with and not for others, participants engaged
in @ hands-on, collaborative real-world exercise. The goal was to build a physical space where
individuals with lived experience could co-create alongside service providers, child welfare workers,
and leaders. Each group was tasked with crafting a LEGO® protype of this space, including its layout,
the people it would serve and employ, and the resources it would be equipped with.




A SHOWCASE OF EXHIBITS AND ENGAGEMENT ROLES FOR LIVED EXPERIENCE PARTNERS, WITH OPPORTUNITIES
AVAILABLE STATEWIDE AND NATIONALLY. THIS TIME ALSO PROVIDED A CHANCE FOR OPEN NETWORKING.
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THIS EVENT WAS FUNDED AND HOSTED BY STATE LEVEL PARTNERSHIPS. IT WAS ORGANIZED BY A PARENT LEADER
WITH LIVED EXPERIENCE, VALERIE FROST, WHO IS THE AUTHOR OF THIS REPORT.




THE PES WAS TRULY ONE OF THE BEST EVENTS/EXPERIENCES.

TODAY WAS AMAZING!

THANK YOU FOR THE EXPERIENCE AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE AND ALSO
TO UNDERSTAND WHAT'S BROKEN AND HELP NAVIGATE BETTER SOLUTIONS.

| TREASURE THESE OPPORTUNITIES TO BRING EVERYONE INVOLVED CLOSER AND
INTO A SEASON OF BEING BETTER EQUIPPED TO GET FAMILIES ON TRACK AND
SEE KIDS' WELFARE AS A PRIORITY.

THANKS SO MUCH.

IT WAS TRULY AN AMAZING TIME! I'M EXCITED FOR NEXT YEAR NOW!

IT WAS AN AMAZING WEEK AND MAKING SO MANY CONNECTIONS AND MEETING
NEW PEOPLE.

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR INVITING ME. | ENJOYED IT AND | REALLY THINK THESE
ENGAGEMENTS ARE GOING TO MAKE A CHANGE.

WE ALREADY CAN'T WAIT FOR THE NEXT ONE-THANK YOU SO MUCH!

THANK YOU FOR ALLOWING ME TO ATTEND!

THE ACTIVITIES WERE GREAT. IT WAS SO NICE TO BREAK DOWN THE WALLS THAT
SEPARATE US AND WORK TOGETHER.

| TRULY ENJOYED MY TIME AND LEARNING SOMETHING NEW.




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
WE WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND OUR SINCERE GRATITUDE TO THE EVENT SPONSORS AND TO
THE PARTNERS WHO SERVED ON THE PLANNING COMMITTEE

L Tais WL BECOME Ty

: AN e
P w@f@ |
& #4‘ %’Eﬁ;’m}
T ) ek

MEANINGF UL, SUST!
ey ' S, t

l
ING YpuR
3 \RE—5
-DESIGN (s

T For SOCIAL CHANGE—

M~ B i { =\

monc e )\ ' i —— TWHERE HEORL A Febt
R L 1' : s ; 5““““ piree

g 8 ! Z e St STIRIES

Www

e

GRAPHIC RECORDING BY ALECE BIRNBACH, GRAPHIC RECORDING STUDIO

QUESTIONS?
CONTACT VALERIE FROST AT HELLO@VALERIEFROST.COM




